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DEAR FRIENDS,

THANK YOU FOR COMING TO CELEBRATE AND HONOR OUR MOTHERS LIFE. IT IS HARD FOR US TO
EXPRESS JUST HOW MUCH LOSING HER WILL MEAN TO OUR LIVES AND HOW MUCH WE WILL TRY AND
HONOR THE GIFTS AND PERSPECTIVES THAT SHE INSTILLED UPON US AS HER DAUGHTERS.

DEATH CAME SO SWIFTLY TO HER, LIKE A CALL FROM SOME FAR OFF PLACE THAT DEVOURED HER
VITALITY. SHE TOOK THE SENTENCE COURAGEOUSLY AND BEGAN HER DANCE OF GOODBYES WITH SO
MANY OF US HERE TODAY AND WITH HER CLOSE FRIENDS ACROSS THE ATLANTIC.

WE WILL MISS THE SMALL THINGS THAT HAVE BEGUN TO ADD UP TO THE MONUMENTAL. THE NIGHTLY
PHONE CALLS THAT WE COULD COUNT ON, THE EMOTIONAL SUPPORT, THE INTEREST IN OUR LIVES
AND OUR FAMILY, AND THE SOUND OF HER VOICE, WHICH WE KNEW BETTER THAN OUR OWN. WE
WILL MISS HER INTELLIGENCE AND THE LIGHT OF HER LIFE REFLECTING WITH THE LIGHT OF OURS. WE
WILL MISS COUNTING HER INTO EVERY EQUATION OF OUR LIVES, EVERY CHOICE AND EVERY VALUE.

NELEE WAS A COMPLEX AND BEAUTIFUL WOMAN WITH REMARKABLE INSTINCTS. SHE TRIED NOT TO
PASS ON HER FEARS BUT ONLY HER CURIOSITY, HER LOVE FOR EDUCATION AND THE ARTS, HER GRACE,
HER HOPES AND DREAMS AND HER GIFT FOR MAKING FRIENDS.

OUR MOTHER EXPERIENCED MORE PHASES IN HER LIFE THAN MOST OF US. THESE SEEMED TO HAVE
BEEN REVISITED IN MANY WAYS DURING THE LAST WEEKS OF HER LIFE: HER LIFE IN FRANCE, HER LIFE
IN AMERICA, HER TEACHING LIFE, HER MARRIED LIVES, AND THE LASTING RELATIONSHIPS THROUGHOUT
IT ALL.

DURING THE SIX WEEKS NELEE WAS ILL, AN OUTPOURING OF CALLS AND VISITS STARTED EARLY IN
THE MORNING AND LASTED INTO THE NIGHT. WE HAD ELEGANT DINING IN HER BEDROOM, LAUGHED,
CRIED AND LIVED FROM MOMENT TO MOMENT IN WHAT SEEMED AN ABSURD AND SURREAL TWIST
OF FATE.

WE HAVE KNOWN AND MET SO MANY WONDERFUL PEOPLE THROUGH OUR MOTHER. SHE ALWAYS
WANTED US TO MEET EVERY SINGLE ONE OF YOU, INCLUDING THOSE FRIENDS WE HAVE NOT YET MET.
WE HOPE TO KEEP THESE CONNECTIONS ALIVE.

NELEE LOVED TEACHING AT STANFORD AND THE LIFE THAT SHE HAD HERE. ONE OF THE MOST
DEFINING ASPECTS WAS HER LOVE FOR GAVIN AND THE YEARS THAT THEY SHARED TOGETHER.

WE WILL MISS HER TERRIBLY, BUT LIVE WITH HER DAILY, TRYING TO REARRANGE OUR LIVES IN THE
MIDST OF THIS LOSS.

WE DEEPLY APPRECIATE CARA AND AL FISHMAN, MARGOT AND JOE LOWERY, VALERIE LANGMUIR, MINA
PARSONT, EXTENDED FAMILY, AND ALL OUR FRIENDS FOR THEIR ENDURING LOVE AND SUPPORT. WE
WILL FOREVER BE THANKFUL TO NELEE FOR BEING OUR AMAZING MOTHER.
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DEBRA AND JENNIFER WANNER
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PATRICK WOLFF ON SAXAPHONE, JOHN WIITALA ON BASS
ADAM SHULMAN ON PIANO
MUSIC ARRANGED BY PATRICK WOLFF
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RABBI PATRICIA KARLIN-NEUMANN
SISTER RAMONA, OP
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THANK YOU TO THE PATHWAYS HOSPICE TEAM, AND TO EVERYONE WHO CAME AND VISITED
NELEE. WE DEEPLY APPRECIATE ALL YOUR UNENDING FRIENDSHIP, WARMTH AND SUPPORT.
WE FELT AN OVERWHELMING OUTPOURING OF LOVE AND CONNECTION. ALSO, A SPECIAL
THANKS TO RABBI PATRICIA KARLIN-NEUMANN AND SISTER RAMONA FOR THEIR WILLINGNESS
TO COME TOGETHER FOR AN INSPIRING VISION.

“THE NELEE LANGMUIR AWARD" HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AND DONATIONS CAN BE MADE IN
HER NAME AND SENT TO: TAUBE CENTER FOR JEWISH STUDIES, STANFORD UNIVERSITY, BLG.
360 RM 362G, STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305

FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.NELEELANGMUIRREMEMBERED.COM

*SPECIAL THANKS TO THE STAFF AT STANFORD MEMORIAL CHURCH.



